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THE NORTH POLAR REGION.
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Map Showing the Earth’s Surfaoe at the Arctxo Circle mth Former Explorations, the Track of the
Hall Expedition and the Drift of Tyson’s Party on the Ice.
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THE POLARIS.

‘History of the Expedition in the
Polar Sea---Why It Failed.

————n

"The Mystery of the Death of
Captain Hall.

WAS HE POISONED!?

Bignificant Statements by the Esqui-
maux--Quarrels on Board.

THE STORY OF THE DRIFT.

(‘taph:c Recital of the Six Months
on an Ice-Floe.

ABANDONED BY ALL SAVE GOD.

lh Rescno by the Tigress—Reception in :St.
Jolms—Scientific Results.

Br. Jomxs, N. F., May 14, 1873,

The departure ef the Polarls expedition, une*
der the cemmand of Captain Hall, in the year '
1871, 18 & fact well known, as also her visit to this
" port In July of that year and her departure hance
" Io the same month for Greenland, prepdratery to
_her final departure for the Arctic regions. After
_taking additional supplica from the United States
" Bte Congreas, at Disco, she safled to Uper.
povik. Is Aveust Caotalm Hall pent by adleu to

" Wotwithstanding that mimost fndumsrable ru.

civilization from Tuasslsack, and from that time
the Polaris was not heard from until now—May,

1673,
THE LONG SUSPENSE.

mors had become disseminated, through the me-
dium of Scotch and Danish vessels, ns to the fate
and fortane of the Polaris, it {3 now an unde-
ninble fact that from her departure in 1871, up to
May, 1873—a period of neirly two veariino
authentic report of her econdition or prog-
ress had reached the civikzed world, That
information 18 now announced from  the
istand of Newfoundiand} for, on the 30th day of
April, A. D. 1873, the steamship Tigiess, Owned by
Messrs, Harvey & Co. of this port, while en.
gaged in tire prosecution of the Newfoundiand seal
fishery In the latitude’ 58 1 north providen.
tAlly steamed [t a dense fog upon a floe of
loe, which proved to be the some time habitation
(actually) of nineteen living humam creatures of
the Arctio steamship Polaris, who had arrived thus
far south by the agency, though at the bitter
mercy of the winds, waves, storms and frogen con-
vulsions of the Northern Atlantic Ocean. They
had drifted on & scanty suriace of ice and beyond
the sight of land 1,500 ‘miles during the Winter
months, without food or slothing to tie tolerated by
ordinary mortals. But a farther description of
these ravages of dire necescity anon. The lamously
rugged and inhospitable rocky coasts of Newfound-
land proved a safe and acceptable asylum to these
uarivalied denizens of Polarity,
TRUTH STRANGER THAN FICTION.

That nineteen souls, several of tham children,
and one only borm into this world but a fow
few days before, ahould exist on drifting lee for six
months, resting upen an oceanof proverbial uncers
fainty, bow placidly reposing in perfoct caim,
now lashed into more than demoniacal fary by tha
maddening Arafs and currents of Polar regions,
.nnd constapily eltuated in opposition with tnev.

fkable-destruction from bergs and wildly careering
menntains and felds, Impelicd by varidus - m.

fuemees |8 almost Incredible enough 0 be re-
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garded as beyona the scope of purely human ox.
periment., _

Certainly we must recognize {n this miraculous
surviving net only the favorable coincidence of
circumstances, but, beyond that, the mereifal and
restraining hand of a watchful sud benmeflcent
Prowidence,

Captain Hall died on the 9th day of November,
A. D., 1871, or the first Winrer after his arrival
North. From this point the expedition loses al-
most all intereat, regarded from & scientific point
of view or In respect of its legitimate and only
object. Its subsequent history consists of a col-
lectlen of facts and experiences, forming & narra-
tive almost impossible to belleve,

No diseriminating man would wonder that if any
two persons (both, perhaps, rellable in point of
veracity) should relate thelr experiences of fact in
a widely differsnt manner, some discrepancies
capable of being substantially reconciled should be
found. It would be much less a matter of aston-
Ishment that thelr statéments, when involving an
effort of judgment rather (han memory, should so
widely diverge aa to be Inconsistent and untrust-
worthy. But when such & period as six months is
the subjéct of comment and recapitulation, with
nineteen [ndividuals of different capabilities and
dlspesitions and habits of reflection, what wender
1If much that one relates Is omitted by another, or
that widely different Inferefices should be deduced
from Identioal facts, and especinlly when there
may poasibly exist an undiscoverell variety of In
terests * T1(@is probable, therefore, that some atrik.
mg inconsistencies may be' discovered In this
sccount.

THE EXPRDITION STARTS.

The first period in this éxpedition, and that of
prime lmportance to those Interested in fts Ris-
tory, Is that frem its entrance imto the Damish
waters t0 Captaun Hall's decease, in November,
1871, The maln facts at that périod may be thua
condgosed, inasmach ll, B0 INr ns ue: n. no
m of opinion s | Apparent,

Aftey Teaving 8t. Johu's, Newfonsiiand, the Pol.
Aria visited the Danish setUicmeuss on tbe ¢ast

{ ooust of Greenlaud—Disco, Fiskernaes, Holsteln-
burg, Apernavick and Proven. She calied at Fisk-
ernags om oOr about July 30, 1871, to take on board
Hans Christian (Esquimaux), wife and family, but
found on arrival that they were not thefe.
At Holsteinburg they purchased Exquimaux
dogs for sledge up.d.luoﬂ, alao various skins,
#c. On arrlving &t ,Apernavick & boat was
setit to Proven, about twenty-five miles to the
south, and brought back Hans Christian and
family. They then prooseded north. On the 24th
of August ship left Tessltisack and went threugh
Smith’s Sound, Smith's Bound W descrived as
14entical with the Polar Ses of Kane, discoversd in
the expedilion Or1853-4-5, Worth of Liils s what is
now called Robeson’s Chanvel, In which was at-
tatned the greatest normu mtm reached—

8218,
RORRSON'S CWANNEL
extends north (om 81 44 to 82 20(or 25).0r & distance

of nearly. forty-ive miles. Beyond this HBobeson’s
Channel was & iead of water north, beyond which
again was another ocean or bsy, Lavingon its
western aide land stretohing as far s the eye could
reach and on the east some lapd, but indis-
tnctly delineated. This bay or ocean was
WITHOUT ICE,

and, it ls gonjectured, that this cleaf mma‘
#ea 18 elther the North Polar Ocean or @ sound or |
stralt lesding to it, From the gemeral evidence
given upon this point, it would appear \hat no se-
rious difiiculty prevented the Polaris from advano-
ing into this sea. After reaching this latitude (32
16) the ship returned to winter at Polaris Bay~—-s0
called by Captain Hall—(n latitude 81 33, longitude

61 &4, where
% TIR SHIP WAS PROZEN UP,

On the 10th of October Captain Hall started on &
sledge expedition north to renew hig vigorous b
forta in the direction of the Polar Ses. These sisds
(two ia number on this oceasion) were drawn by
Esquimsux dogs, purchased st Holsteinburg. Mr.
mwmemmmma
Chester, the Tate. The party was absent two
weeks, And roturued te Polaria Bay on the Mth of
October, 167L No authentic, Information can be

‘company, and was the first discoursging ctreum-

‘says:—Hall was sick fiftéen days, At the frse
‘be wus paralysed, and then delirions. He was in.

LABRADOF\
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proeured of the events that transpired on the two
weeks’ trip, but it appears that after his retorn 1o
the ship Captaln Hall was almost immedistely
tiken slok.

CAPTAIN HALL'S ILLNESS AND DEATH.

John Heron, the steward, makes the following
stitement:—Captain Hail had good health up to
the time of returning from the sledge expedition.
He was not slck when he came on board, but com-
plained soon afterwards and sald that the heat of
the cabin afécted him. He got water to wash and
put on ¢léan underclothing. 1 asked what he wonld
have—was anxious to get him something nice. He
didir't care about anything but a cop of coffse and
didn't drink even that., I had no conversation
with Captain Hall whon he was sick, except to ask
Him if bo was better occastonally or how he was,
and sach llke. He was sick s fortnight and talked
very fittle. He was perfectly delirious for the last
few anys. 1'think he was paralyzed on ome side.
Bauunouaa‘ysotn.nm:n;
own opinfon. THere was nothing sudden
about ‘his death. He was aftended by Dr.
Bessells and Mr., Morton, who did everything in
their power to alleviate his suerings, but without
effect. His lliness cast a gloom over the entire

| stance witch had occurred tn conmection with the
1 expedition. His death made us all fee! very and,
WIAT CAPTAIN TYSON SATH.
Caprain Tyson, speaking of Captain Hall's death,

seasible when he died. He started from the ship
on & slea expedition northwards on the 16th of e
fober. He was absent fourteen days, and re.
mmmm«mumm On the
Sth of Nevember e diéd, and avas buried on the
11th, His grave bore soutn-southesst, and about
mm;nmﬁhmmmmfym
Polaris Bay, which was'in iatitude 81 gs, longitnde
01 4, on the shore, We erected & beard over his
grave, with & tnseription out giving his name, age
(0fty yoht®), dite of Geath Mkl sommand of Nerth

Folar expedition,
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THE FUNERAL.

All hands, except the cook, attended his Minefar,
It was o dark, dismal, coid, windy and disagreeable
day. The wind was mournfully howling, and the
hearts of all were enveloped in deepest sadivhe.
1 held a lantern, snd-by the HEgnt of 1t ¢hé veattihu
service of the Episcopal Church was read’ by Nr,
Bryant. As the soothing words, “1 4m the resar-
rection and the Ufe, saith the Lord,' fell npon
the ears of the auditors there were few dry eyes,
and there, amid

THE SAVAGE DESOLATION OF NATURE

moat rugged, the pewer of Christianity made ftsel
felt by those who had never before acknowledged
Its infiluence, and when the clulu wcmlant the
service were spoken ‘in sure and certain bm of
the resurrection to eternal lUfe" the mariners
on the lce thanked God that amid an
the privations with which they were th_w,
there still remalned the blessed hope of an fmmor-
tality, where the “weary should be at best.” Few
of those who wera pmont At the burial will forges
the deeply meunq scene, Ola sailors, whose
faces had been bronzed by !nnmrmud frosen
In Arctic seas, wept aloud, "Captaln Hall was ubl-
versally beloved, and bis death’ at s time when the
enterprise promised so hopefully was felt by his
Survivors to be an irretrievable loss. Those
thoughta were uppermost in the minds of all, and
Wwhen the funeral party retarned to the ship there
Was a hushed silence attending the performance of
every duty.

Captain Tyson thinks that the death of Hall re.
sulted from apoplexy, but it i3

A STRANGE AND ALMOST UNPRECEDENTED CIRCUMS
BTANCE

that a disease which 18 generally so sudden in its
workingd should require twWo weeks to suatch away
ts victim,

Captain Tyson did not speak fully as to the death
of Captain Hall. He appeared so be deeply grieved
and

RETICENT UPON SURJHOTS
connected with his adventures that eepectily
Youched s feellpgg—aven lils own suflerings, Jog
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